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This booklet will provide you with the customs and procedures for weddings conducted 

at First Congregational Church. Please read this material carefully.  

The entire wedding party is responsible for compliance with these guidelines. 
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Introduction 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God“ 1 John 4:7a 

elcome … A wedding is one of the most momentous moments of our lives. 

To wed is to promise to love one another through good and through bad, to 

share one another’s burdens and joys alike. What could be more momentous 

than that? Nothing so momentous can take hold without the presence of God. Marriage 

is one of life’s gifts and to marry within the church is to confess your faith and need for 

God’s blessing in your life together as a couple.  

We believe that Christ shows us what love is and that is what we will seek to lift up 

in your service. We will work with you to bring out both the joy and sacred nature of 

the day. As you plan your wedding it will be important to attend worship here on a 

regular basis; feeling at home in our worship space is central to the sacred nature of 

your service. You will also want to make sure that you arrange for meetings with the 

minister celebrating your service. This booklet is intended to be a guide to the 

information necessary to make this occasion a meaningful one and assure that the 

wedding and surrounding tasks run smoothly. 

“In the movie “Shall We Dance?” Susan Sarandon asks an acquaintance, “All these 

promises we make and sometimes break, why is it that people get married?” The 

acquaintance says, “Passion?” 

And she replies, “No. We need a witness to our lives. There are a billion people on 

this planet. I mean, what does any one life mean? But in marriage you are promising 

to care about everything … the good things, the bad things, the terrible things, the 

mundane things. All of it, all the time, every day. You’re saying, ‘Your life will not 

go unnoticed because I will notice it. Your life will not go unwitnessed because I will 

be your witness.’” 

As Christians, we affirm that God cares for each of us in that kind of way. God is the 

ultimate witness of our lives. Jesus describes God’s attentive love by saying that God 

notes the fall of every sparrow – the smallest of all birds – and, Jesus adds, we are 

more important to God than sparrows. So imagine how much God attends to our 

lives. As God is our witness, indeed. There is not a part of our lives that God does not 

care about. Why, God knows how many hairs there are on our head. And, as Saint 

Augustine affirmed, God cares about everyone as if they were the only one. 

So when Susan Sarandon says that marriage is an invitation to be a witness to 

another’s life, she is saying that in marriage we are invited to share in that 

characteristic of God’s love – the vigilant attentiveness that notes the fall of every 
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sparrow, the meticulous care that knows every hair on our head. 

As human beings we are not able to care about everyone as if they are the only one – 

that is God’s to do. But you can care about one as if he or she is the only one. You can 

note the fall of every sparrow in that one person’s life. You can be a faithful witness 

to that one life. That is one way of looking at what you are doing in your wedding. 

You are saying, “Your life will not go unnoticed because I will notice it. Your life 

will not go unwitnessed because I will be your witness.” 

As God is our witness. 

Martin B. Copenhaver 

 

Set the Date 

First Congregational Church of Hudson welcomes you. A wedding is a time of 

reverence and joy, celebration and consecration and your service should help you 

realize this. We are pleased to help you plan your wedding service and hope that it 

will truly be a holy moment for you. When making your wedding arrangements, 

please call our office at (330) 650-4048. We will check the church calendar and 

explain our church’s wedding policies. We will also help you schedule a pre-

wedding conference with one of the ministers. Your service in our church, including 

the date and time, is not officially confirmed until you have met with the presiding 

minister.  The Wedding Worksheet and a $200.00 deposit are required to save the 

date and to protect the schedule of the minister and organist, and final payment of 

all fees must be submitted two weeks prior to the wedding service. Wedding dates 

are scheduled no sooner than one year in advance for members and no sooner than 

six months for non-members. 

Clergy 

A minister of our church officiates at all weddings held in the church. If the bride 

and groom wish to include another pastor to assist in the service (such as a relative 

or close friend), our minister will send an invitation to the guest. If the bridal couple 

would like outside clergy to perform the ceremony exclusively, the custom is for that 

minister to call our Senior Pastor, Rev. Peter Wiley to make the request. In addition 

to confirming the time and date of the wedding, the presiding minister will meet 

with the bridal couple to plan the Order of Worship for the service. Clergy will be 

able to help with any questions, anxieties, or concerns regarding not only the 

ceremony, but Christian marriage itself. 
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Sanctuary 

The sanctuary at FCC seats approximately 300 people. Overflow seating is available in 

the balcony for 50 people. 

Chapel 

The Chapel (3rd floor) is available for a small gathering (up to 25 people). 

The Courtyard 

The courtyard (ground floor) is also available for an outdoor gathering (up to 125 

people). 

Rehearsal 

The rehearsal for the wedding is typically held the evening before the wedding day. The 

pastor will arrange the time with you. All members of the wedding party must be on 

time and attentive throughout the rehearsal. 

Music 

After the pre-wedding conference with the minister, the bridal couple contacts FCC 

Organist, Charlotte Beers Plank (email: CPlank@hudsonucc.org). Charlotte will 

arrange for appropriate music to be played before and during the service and will be 

glad to help couples select music in keeping with the sacredness of the occasion. 

When organ music is played in our sanctuary, only our organist plays. She will be 

glad to assist you in selecting a soloist and/or instrumentalist, if that is your wish. All 

selections of music for the wedding must be approved by FCC. Please do not engage 

any soloist or instrumentalist before this consultation. 

Flowers and Decorations 

In the worship setting of the sanctuary, the presence of God should be preserved when 

decorating for the wedding. Sanctuary furnishings are not to be rearranged or removed. 

The chancel area and the communion table may be decorated during certain times of the 

year for special church events and those decorations may not be moved or altered for the 

wedding. Please do not use nails, tacks, screws or tape on the walls or other furnishings. 

The church can provide candelabras and a unity candle holder (see pg. 5 for price). All 

decorations not belonging to the church must be removed from the church immediately 

following the wedding. The florist and couple should arrange a time for decorating the 

church with your wedding hostess. Please instruct the florist to arrive 1-1/2 hours before 

the wedding. The center aisle of the sanctuary is 65 feet long. The aisle runner is not 

provided by the church and if used, is the responsibility of the florist. Aisle width is 42” 

and should be taken into consideration if pew bows are desired. 



 

 4 

Facilities for the Bridal Party 

The bride and bridesmaids will gather in Room 304 (Conference Room) and are welcome 

to dress there also. The groom and groomsmen will gather in the Alcove (2nd floor). You 

are responsible for your belongings in both areas. 

Photographer/Videographer 

To protect the reverence of the sanctuary, photographers must comply with church 

rules. It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to instruct the photographer of 

the policy on flash photography and positioning during the service.  

 Photographs taken in the sanctuary must be completed within one hour of 

the start of the ceremony. 

 Flash pictures may be taken only during the processional and recessional and 

must be taken from the rear of the sanctuary. 

 Non-flash pictures may be taken from the rear of the sanctuary or from the 

church balcony. 

 Video cameras are allowed only from the balcony, the center aisle behind the 

seated guests or from a tripod position near the organist in the choir loft. 

 Ushers will help by mentioning to the wedding guests with cameras that 

flash photography is prohibited during the service. 

Receiving Line 

The receiving line is an important time for you to greet your guests for the first time 

as a married couple. In order for there to be sufficient time for staged photos back in 

the sanctuary, it is recommended that the bride and groom hold their receiving line 

at the reception if there are over 100 guests. 

Your Wedding Hostess 

It is a requirement to have the church wedding hostess at the rehearsal and wedding, 

if the service is held in the sanctuary. You will find her services to be especially 

helpful. The wedding hostess will be responsible for the flow of the wedding and 

whose primary responsibility is to the minister and the church. Bridal parties with 

ten or more in the party, including the bride and groom, and/or 150+ guests, and/or 

young children in the service (under the age of 10) require the use of two hostesses. 

See below for the cost. 

Custodian 

The church will be cleaned before and after your wedding. The custodian will also be 

present during the rehearsal and wedding to offer facility related assistance. 
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Wedding Expenses 

The cost of the sanctuary, organist and custodian is $350.00 to members of First 

Congregational Church and $650.00 for non-members (Chapel and courtyard space 

quoted upon request). Other additional charges include: 

MINISTER: Your wedding will be conducted by a First Congregational Church staff 

clergy. It is appropriate to provide an honorarium for the conducting minister. 

WEDDING HOSTESS: Cost per hostess is $60.00 each, payable directly to the hostess on 

or before the wedding day. 

CANDELABRA: Cost is $28.00 for the candles. Unity candles are not provided, however 

a holder is available. 

NOTE: Saturday weddings after 6:00 pm will incur additional charges. 

Wedding Reception 

If your wedding is conducted in our church, your reception may also be held in 

Fellowship Hall. Tables and chairs can comfortably accommodate up to 250 seated 

guests. Fees for use of Fellowship Hall will be quoted upon request. No alcoholic 

beverages are allowed in the church building or on church grounds, including the 

use of alcohol toasting the bride and groom. 

Parking and Facilities 

 The Sanctuary is wheelchair accessible by elevator from the lower doors of the 

parking lot or from Aurora Street by the ramp. 

 The church is a non-smoking facility. No alcoholic beverages are allowed in church 

buildings or on church grounds, including before the wedding. Any member of the 

wedding party who is under the influence of alcohol will not be permitted to 

participate in the rehearsal or wedding. The bride and groom shall make this policy 

known to all members of the wedding party. 

 The church furniture in the Sanctuary may only be moved under the supervision of 

the custodian or other staff members. 

 Please do not use nails, tacks, screws or tape on the walls or other furnishings 

anywhere in the facility. 

 There will be no use of rice, bird seed, confetti, rose petals or streamers inside the 

building or on the church grounds. 
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 Pets are not allowed in the ceremony. 

 

 No pew candles are allowed. Other lit candles are allowed only in the chancel 

and pulpit area of the church. 

 

 It is understood that various parts of the building and/or grounds may, from 

time to time, be under construction or maintenance as FCC seeks to preserve our 

150-year-old Sanctuary for future generations. Every effort will be made to cause 

as little interference with the actual ceremony and/or space being used. 

 

 

Marriage License Information 

A marriage license must be secured from the Marriage License Bureau of the Probate 

Court in the Ohio county in which either the bride or groom resides. In Summit 

County, the courthouse is at 209 South High Street in Akron. Both bride and groom 

must be present when applying. (Avoid a long line by arriving in the morning.) The 

license is valid for 60 days from date of issuance. If both bride and groom are out-of-

state, special arrangements can often be made by calling the Marriage License 

Bureau at (330) 643-2346. Bring your marriage license to the rehearsal. 

 

For more details and instructions, please call the above number or visit 

http://summitohioprobate.com/MarriageAppl.htm. 
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